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ON THE MOUNTAIN:
• 7 days a week winter  
	 lift	access*

• 7 days a week summer 
	 lift	access*

•	Winter	2021-2022	trail	access

•	First	Tracks	on	select	winter	 
 2021-2022 dates 

•	Discounted	INDY	Pass

•	Mountain	Exchange	Tickets

•	Bring-A-Friend	Day!

•	Free	lifetime	membership	to	 
	 AirFlare	wilderness	safety	app

IN THE VILLAGE:
•	Retail	discounts

•	Sports	School	discounts

•	Winter	demo	rental	discounts

•	Tune	shop	discounts	(bike	&	ski)

•	Early	access	to	special	event	 
	 tickets

•	Exclusive	retail	gear

IN THE MEADOW:
•	Nordic	&	Fat	Bike	trail	access

•	Hiking	&	XC	trail	access

*excludes Midweek Pass

Purchase	your	Boundless	Pass 
by	September	30th

Price	increases	October	1st

Starting at 

$229 
Check online for 
complete Boundless 
Pass pricing

TamarackIdaho.com

	IDAHO’S	FIRST	ALL	SEASON	PASS

2021/2022 Boundless 
Pass Benefits:

PASS VALID: REMAINDER OF 2021-2022 WINTER SEASON

PURCHASE BY

SEPTEMBER 30
& SAVE

BOUNDLESS
PASS

Living on the Salmon River  
Enjoy Exceptional Camping   

on the Salmon River.  
 
 
 
 

208.839.2700 

• Great WiFi Access!
• Electric/Water
• Dump Station
• 2 Private Bathrooms/Showers

Enjoy Living in Your RV on the 
Salmon River This Winter H

H
H

Winter Rates starting Oct. 1-Apr. 30 
$500 monthly rate

Enjoy Living in Your RV on the Enjoy Living in Your RV on the 
Salmon River This WinterSalmon River This Winter  

H

H
H

H

Enjoy peaceful, rural atmosphere!
Swiftwater
RV Park  

www.swiftwaterrv.com
Call Bill or Pamela at 
208.839.2700

• Laundry
• Pavilion/Gas Grill
• Gazebo/Fire Pit

Whitebird, Idaho

HH

O U T D O O R S  /  R E C R E A T I O N

The Students-Kids-Youth (SKY) Pass is a 
FREE, year-round pass providing summer and 

winter	lift	access	at	Tamarack	Resort.
Who can get a SKY Pass?
Available	to	K-12	students	attending	McCall	Donnelly	School	District,	
Cascade	School	District,	Meadows	Valley	School	District,	Alazar	and	
Crestline	Academy.	Also	available	to	homeschool	students	with	a	primary	
residence	in	any	of	these	district	boundaries.	

How do I claim my SKY Pass and what should I bring?
Pick	up	anytime	at	the	Adventure	Center	daily	from	10am	–	4pm	through	
September	30th.*	Passholder	must	be	present	to	get	their	photo	taken.	
*Pick-up is available for winter TBD starting Oct. Check the website for details.

Proof of enrollment in a McCall-Donnelly, Cascade, or Meadows Valley School District school (whether 
public, private, or charter), along with a photo ID or birth certificate will be required. For homeschool 
students, proof of primary residency, proof of homeschool curriculum/virtual schooling, and a photo ID or 
birth certificate will be required. Contact the ticket desk for approved validation forms.

What can I do with the SKY Pass?
The free	SKY	Pass	provides	winter	lift	access,	winter	Nordic	and	fat	bike	 
access,	summer	bike	park	access,	summer	scenic	lift	ride	access,	as	well	
as	meadows	trail	access.	It	does	NOT	include	any	other	benefits.	Pass	
expires	at	the	end	of	the	2022	Ski/Snowboard	season.

F O R  Q U E S T I O N S  O R  I N F O R M A T I O N
skypass@tamarackidaho.com		|		208-325-1030

Toby’s	Place	will	accept	donations	and	free	gear	this	winter	for	students	and 
will	be	offering	free	rentals	to	SKY	Pass	holders	starting	in	November	2021.

VA L I D  T H R O U G H  F I N A L  D AY  O F  S K I  S E A S O N  2 0 2 2

JUST ADDED – NEW PICK UP LOCATION IN DOWNTOWN MCCALL 
Daily	from	10am	–	5pm		|		1014	N.	3rd	Street,	McCall	ID

Snowdon Wildlife Sanctuary 
Postpones Annual Open House 

Due to staffing concerns and the recent Crisis of 
Care now in place we have made the difficult 

decision to cancel our Open House for 2021. We 
feel it is the best thing for the community and 

facility hope to have the event in 2022! If you would 
like to donate to offset the loss in event revenue,
please visit snowdonwildlife.org/donate. Thank 

you!

Captain Kirk’s DriftBoat Trips
208-628-3848 

Riggins
Catchemidaho.com

Fall Steelhead Fishing & 
Chukar Hunting Specials

Photo by Coach & Me Photography
Handler Jim Pollard of Texas 
receives a duck from his 
dog “Elvis” during the 2019 
Master National retriever 
trials held in Cheraw, South 
Carolina. 

Retriever trials to draw 1,110 dogs, 300 people
BY MAX SILVERSON
The Star-News 

More than 1,100 dogs and al-
most 300 handlers from across 
the country are set to compete 
for bird hunting certifications 
in the Master National Retriev-
er Club competition. 

The prestigious bird dog 
event, sanctioned by the Amer-
ican Kennel Club will be 
hosted at several ranches in 
Valley County from Sept. 30 
through Oct. 10.  

The 1,115 dogs participat-
ing in the event are tested on 
their ability to retrieve dead 
or downed ducks to prove 
their ability as hunting com-
panions. 

The Master National is the 
largest event of its kind in the 
country and this year will be 
the largest field of dogs in the 
event’s history. 

To test the dogs’ skills, 
judges will set up three tests. 
One is on land, another on 
water and a third combining 
both land and water features.  

Dogs are not only tested on 
their ability to retrieve a duck 
that they saw fall, but must also 
complete a “blind retrieve” 
where the handler directs the 
dog to the downed bird with 
hand signals and whistles. 

Judges set up tests in 
accordance with guidelines 
from the American Kennels 
Association, said Master Na-
tional President Keith Winch 
of Paonia, Colorado.  

“They’ll set up a test that 
the dog has to pass in their 
judgment of a good hunting 
dog that they would be proud 
to hunt with,” Winch said. 

There is no first, second or 
third place in the competition, 
with dogs either passing the 
test or failing.  

Success earns the dog and 
its handler a pewter plate to 
mark the achievement.  

The vast majority of par-
ticipating dogs are varieties 
of Labradors or retrievers, but 
this year’s competition also 
includes two poodles and four 
spaniels. The oldest dogs are 12 
years old and the youngest less 
than 2 years, organizers said. 

There are 50 Hall of Fame 
retrievers entered, including 
two that have passed eight 
previous Master national tests. 
To qualify for the Hall of Fame, 
retrievers have to pass at least 
three events. 

The 2020 event was can-
celed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The event’s safety 
protocols are strict for this 
year, requiring masks and 
breaking the competition into 

seven groups to minimize 
the potential for an outbreak 
among participants. 

Spectators are not encour-
aged to attend in order to both 
reduce the risk of potential 
COVID-19 spread and to mini-
mize distractions for the dogs, 
Winch said.  

Entrants come from across 
the country, traveling from 38 
states from Alaska to Florida 
as well as some participants 
from Canada. 

To qualify for the Master 

National competition, dogs 
must complete six similar 
tests from one of the roughly 
170 of member clubs across 
the country. 

The 2021 Master National is 
hosted by the Treasure Valley 
Hunting Retriever Club. 

The Master National was 
founded in 1991 in Delaware 
with less than 100 dogs at the 
inaugural event.  Each year 
the competition is held at a 
different location across the 
country. 

Boise duo wins            
2 Man Scramble at 
McCall Golf Course

JJ Astorquia and Joe 
Panzer of Boise won the 2021 
McCall 2 Man Scramble that 
took place earlier this month 
at McCall Golf Course. A 
total of 300 golfers took part 
in the event.  

Here are the top finish-
ers. Home towns were not 
available:  

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT
Gross: 1. JJ Astorquia/Joe Panzeri - 

123. (tie) 2. Nick Korthals/Jeff Matsubu and 
Jay Sutton/Ken Spraker - 125. 4. Jason 
Huff/Greg Stone - 126. 5. Mark Brassey/
Reed Burroughs - 127. 

Net: (tie) 1. Mark Spalding/Nick Spal-
ding and Zach Bird/Donie Comstock - 124. 
3. Chris Shepard/Daric Stith - 125. 4. Dan 
Lodge/Paul Lodge - 127. 5. Doug Lyon/

Zach Thompson - 129. 
FIRST FLIGHT

Gross: 1. JT Jones/Nick Labrum - 128. 
2 Phil Bird/Devin Pierce - 130. 3. Andy 
Labrum/Jay Labrum - 132. 4. Bill Detmar/
Wade Dishion - 133. (tie) 5. Dennis Seward/
Michael Seward and Eddie Bird/Bart Leach 
and Mike Dibben/Justin Thiel and Lonnie 
Dorn/Brandon Eisenbarth - 135.

Net: 1. TJ Oelkers/Andrew Stith - 124. 
(tie) 2. Eric Stride/Bart Veis and Oliver 
Bolduc/Eric Dugan - 128. (tie) 4. Mike 
Haines/John Oliver and Ryan Matthews/
Tim Skinner - 129.

SECOND FLIGHT 
Gross: 1. Jack Archer/Mel Ota - 128. 

(tie) 2. Allen Willis/Marty Willis and Ian 
Meuschke/Todd McKenna - 131. 4. Brett 

Barry/Gary Winters - 133. (tie) 5. Brian 
Kayler/Bryan Stith and Brock Denison/
Kevin Denison - 134.

Net: 1. Mike Hillman/Jason Unruh 
- 127. 2. Alex Helquist/John Helquist - 
127. (tie) 3. James Nunley/Justin Nunley 
and Jon DeWolfe/Chris Larson and Brent 
Godrey/Jerry Smith - 129.

THIRD FLIGHT
Gross: (tie) 1. Mike McFarlane/Mike 

Willis and Matthew Myers/Blake Ritchie - 
134. 3. Kenny Bull/Scott Matthews - 136. 
4. Jason Anderson/Ryan Gaston - 138. 5. 
Scott Brassey/Doug Tate - 140.

Net: (tie) 1. Dee Pickett/Joe Stumph 
and Max Beach/Adam Uptmor - 128. 3. 
Chris Kimball/Jordan Taylor - 130. 4. Bob 
Lechot/Ron White - 131. 5. James Bedal/
Karl Bedal - 132.

FOURTH FLIGHT
Gross: 1. Bob Barnes/Jim Wilkins - 

134. 2. Austin Hensley/Brad Moon - 136. 

3. Skip Hall/Steve Higgins - 138. 4. Kevin 
Ellis/Mike Ellis - 139. 5. John Grove/Johnny 
Grove - 140.

Net: 1. Bruce Golovkin/Ryan Golovkin 
- 124. (tie) 2. Kurt Holtan/David Lower and 
Bill Magnuson/Max Stith - 129. 4. Jeff 
Storti/Doug Ward - 130. (tie) 5. Justin 
McCarthy/Dave Schultz and Pat Elkin/
Ron Elkin - 131.

FIFTH FLIGHT
Gross: 1. Max Cawley/David Wimer - 

143. 2. Jess Hawley/Steve Hawley - 147. 
3. Duane Horning/Bill Parks - 148. (tie) 4. 
Chad Hill/Matt Vanderwall and Tor Driflot/
Darrell Ripley and Jeremiah Boenisch/
Scott Johnson/Jeff Sykes - 152.

Net: 1. Lon Lair/Ron Suyehira - 133. 
2. Brent Skaggs/Charlie Skaggs - 134. 
(tie) 3. Kelly Duncan/Monte Duncan and 
JP Burger/Larry Elmore - 137. 5. Scott 
Mockwitz/Wayne Dolik - 139.
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Celebrate 
the Season

Fall Wine
Walkabout

FRIDAY, OCT 1 •  4-7 PM
Sponsored by Bistro 45 and BRJ
6 wines and a Riedel Glass
$20 per person

In the Hotel McCall courtyard, 
                 downtown McCall

U Pick Pumpkin Patch
Pick Your Own Pumpkins And 
Join Us for Fun Fall Activities

Fri. 2-6 pm, Sat., Sun. 11-6
Weekends of Sept. 17-19, 
Sept. 24-26, Oct. 1-3
Located just past Donnelly off 
Highway 55 on the road to Gold Fork 
Hot Springs (Corner of Koskella Road 
and David Creek Lane)
Presented by Mountain Top Produce. Questions? 
Call Colt Brown  208-315-5267

O U T D O O R S  /  R E C R E A T I O N

Fine Art by Local & Regional Artists
311 E. Lake St. Downtown McCall  |  visit galleryfiftyfive.com

208-634-6313  |  Open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Daily.  
Encaustics, wax

& alcohol ink

Across from My Father's Place on Highway 55

Artist-Owned
Cooperative

Open
Tues-Sun

11am - 5pm

307 Park Street, Suite 4, McCall    208-634-6313

Welcoming
our newest
artist:

Reception:
Sat. Mar. 11th
5!8pm refreshments

Ad for Star News 3-9-17
2x5    $105

Theresa Burkes

Welcome Judy Wild 
Our new member & acrylic painter.

“Summertime, McCall” 

Gallery 55 is open 11-5 
daily, displaying 
work from over 20 
regional artists.

“Fall, Long Valley” 

The gallery will not host a First Saturday reception in October.

McCall Senior Center  |  Thurs. Sept. 30th
701 First St.  |  208.634.5408 - Darlene

BINGOBINGOBINGOBINGOBINGOBINGO
Dinner & Musical Memories 

w/Diana 5 PM
“Lalapalooza”  
Bingo 6:30 PM

Lalapalooza

Nite
Sponsored by the McCall Activity Directors Retreat

Everyone’s a Winner. You choose your prize. 
REFRESHMENTS  |  FUN  |  SURPRISES

Safety Officers Present
$5 Guest Fee

5.3 miles East on Warm Lake Road on the Right

www.valleycountygunclub.org

Open to the 
Public  

This Saturday, 
Oct. 2

 10 am - 4 pm

Pumps Open 24 Hours With Credit 
Card. South End of  

Cascade Highway 55 
Open 6 a.m. -10 p.m. 

(208) 382-3181

$15.99DEAL!
2 MEDIUM ONE-

TOPPING PIZZAS AND 
A 2 LITER OF SODA

Highway 55 
North End of Cascade 

382-6712 
Open 

6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Pumps Open 24 
Hours With Credit 
Card

Now 
Serving

807 N. 3rd. St. • Downtown • 634-3309
Open Wed.-Sun. at 11 a.m.

Get off the Couch!
(isn’t that what she keeps telling you?)

McCall Brewing Co.

WATCH ALL 
NFL & COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL 
GAMES

 

Comfort food -take 
out or drive-thru
907 W Lake St., McCall 
208-630-6418
11 am-9 pm Tues. thru Sat.

In the mood for a In the mood for a 
Burger?Burger?

´́

TRY IT WITH OUR NEWTRY IT WITH OUR NEW

PUMPKIN PIE PUMPKIN PIE 
MILKSHAKE MILKSHAKE 

Captain Kirk’s DriftBoat Trips
208-628-3848 

Riggins
Catchemidaho.com

Fall Steelhead Fishing & 
Chukar Hunting Specials

Daily Hours: Store: 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Cafe: 6 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Pumps Open 24 Hours • Debit/Credit Cards Accepted

507 N. Third St. • McCall • 634-2016

WE LOVE 
ORDERS 
TO GO!

    T
HIS

  W
EEK’S

SPECIAL

CHICKEN FRIED 
SANDWICH

with 
fries 

  $7.99
NOW 
AVAILABLE! 

Take 
some 
home 

tonight!

Master National courses to test 
skills of hunting retriever dogs

McCall mountain bike team 
wins 7 divisions at JMR race

Event starts this week 
at various locations 

in Valley County
BY MAX SILVERSON
The Star-News 

Officials from the Master 
National Retriever Club set 
up courses the past week 
that will be used to test the 
skills of hunting retriever 
dogs during the group’s 
national event that starts 
this week in Valley County. 

The event showcases the 
best of the best hunting 
retrievers, Master National 
President Keith Winch of 
Paonia, Colorado, said. 

Dogs that successfully 
complete the trials earn an 
elite certification for their 
hunting skills represented 
by a pewter plate. 

The Master National is 
the nation’s largest hunting 
retriever American Kennel 
Club event and it is being 
hosted in Valley County 
because of the work of the 
Treasure Valley Hunting 
Retriever Club. The event 
begins Saturday and the 
event concludes on Oct. 9.

Spectators are asked not 
to attend the event due to 
COVID-19 restrictions and 
also to limit distractions 
for the dogs competing in 
the event.  

Each year the Master 
National chooses a different 
location across the country 
to host the event, cycling 
through the group’s four 
regions.

“The properties up here 
just lend themselves to this 
type of event,” said Laura 
Foster, who serves as the 
Treasure Valley club’s sec-
retary and Host Chair of the 
2021 Master National event. 

“Down in the Treasure 

Valley, we don’t have as 
many ranching properties,” 
Foster said. 

The Treasure Valley club 
is a member of the Ameri-
can Kennel Club and one of 
the about 170 clubs qualified 
to conduct qualifying tests 
for the Master National 
event. The club has about 
65 members from New 
Plymouth to Twin Falls, 
Foster said. 

Pitched to Board
Hosting the event is an 

idea that the local club 
hatched in 2019 and then 
presented to the Master 
National board meeting in 
February 2020, Foster said.

That planning effort 
culminated in organizing 
seven test locations from 
Cascade to McCall on pri-

Creating realistic and 
fair courses for each loca-
tion is no simple task. Over 
the past week, organizers 
have been setting up cours-
es, unobtrusive staging 
areas and camouflaged 
blinds from which the judg-
es can watch, Foster said. 

The Master National 
includes three tests for the 
dogs - one on land, another 
on water and a third that 
combines land and water. 

“A good venue is an area 
that simulates what might 
be seen on a normal day’s 
hunt,” Foster said. 

Fourteen judges work 
together as teams to design 
the testing scenarios in 
accordance with guidelines 
developed by the American 
Kennel Club. 

“Tests are set up with 
safety in mind,” Foster said. 

The areas are walked 
multiple times by judges, 
the safety committee and 
others to ensure there are 
no holes, wire or other 
hazards on the ground, 
she said. 

Photo by Chelsea Tuttle/For The Star-News
From left, Charlie Dodd of Poplarville, Mississippi, 
Jim Bauer of Milwaukee, Wisconsin and Ron Borton of 
Mountain Home set up a bird launcher at one of several 
sites around Valley County that will be used during the 2021 
Master National Retriever Club event that begins this week. 

Photo by Melissa Shelby Photography
Zoe Spangenberg of the McCall Area Composite Mountain 
Bike Team rounds a curves during last Saturday’s race held 
at Jug Mountain Ranch near McCall.

BY MAX SILVERSON 
The Star-News 

The McCall Area Com-
posite Mountain Bike Team 
had seven racers finish in 
first place in their age groups 
at the Idaho Interscholastic 
Cycling League race at Jug 
Mountain Ranch near McCall 
on Saturday. 

In the male varsity race, 
Noah Spangenberg and Gavin 
Galyardt finished in first and 
second place with only 13 
seconds between them after 
four laps. 

Willa Cromwell edged out 
Casey Haynes for a first and 
second place finish in the 
female sixth grade race by a 
margin of only three seconds 
after one lap. 

Freshman Mackenzie 
Haynes finished fifth in her 
first female varsity race. 

The team had 26 finishers 
on the podium in a strong 
showing on the team’s second 
home race of the season. There 
were 459 student athletes who 
competed from 13 teams across 
Idaho. 

The team hosts most prac-
tices on the trails at Jug 
Mountain Ranch and used the 
experience to their advantage, 
team director Dean Cromwell 
said. 

“We talk about a lot of 
things related to race strate-
gy, best places to pass, places 

to conserve your energy or 
give it everything you have,” 
Cromwell said. “We map out 
the whole course and break 
it down section by section.” 

Here are the results for members 
of the McCall Area Composite Mountain 
Bike Team:

Female 6th Grade: 1. Willa Cromwell. 
2. Casey Haynes. 4. Teya Martinez. 8. 
Rebecca Nemec. 9. Violet Armacost. 

Male 6th Grade: 1. Steel Messenger. 
9. Walker Sawyer.

Male 7th Grade A: 2. Jack Henderson. 
3. Chase Galyardt. 4. Finn Cromwell. 9. 
William Wallace. 21. Aaron Weller. 25. 
Ethan Thrower. 

Male 7th Grade B: 1. Charlie Speirs. 
Female 8th Grade: 1. Taylor Nalder. 3. 

Payette Spangenberg. 4. Regan Curtin. 5. 
Sophie Dickinson. 8. Lucille Bennett. 11. 
Elise Johnson. 16. Grier Govier. 17. Keira 
Rider. 21. Adeline Bush. 26. Finley Denning. 

Male 8th Grade A: 1. Cooper Berg. 
8. Landen Gasaway. 23. Wyatt Nemec. 

Male 8th Grade B: 2. Koen Smelser. 
Female Freshman: 8. Mia Rider. 13. 

Lilliana Mihlfeith. 
Male Freshman: 2. Owen Lancaster. 

4. Aidan Enochs. 5. Conrad Alexander. 8. 
Seth Weller. 38. Henry Bennett. 

Male JV2: 24. Lochlan Govier. 30. 
Tyler Hyatt. 41. Jamison Greaves. 50. 
Cade Andersen. 

Female JV1: 1. Ashtyn Jones. 3. Zoe 
Spangenberg. 4. Ensi Armacost. 

Male JV1: 4. Samuel Jones. 8. 
Solomon Looney. 10. Maverick Mendia. 
11. Robbie Romero. 19. George Speirs. 
45. Haydn Kucy.

Female Varsity: 3. Kaiya Wave. 5. 
Mackenzie Haynes. 

Male Varsity: 1. Noah Spangenberg. 
2. Gavin Galyardt. 4. Camas Alexander. 8. 
Daren Gasaway. 

vate land to test the 1,115 
dogs entered into the event. 
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Rich Sounds & Jazz
Bronco Brass Collective to perform at Second Sunday 

Sounds @ Six   
 —Page 12 —

TWO DIE IN  WRECKS
Multi-car accidents happen near 

Cascade, McCall
 —Page 2—
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2nd gold mine proposed near Yellow Pine
Stallion Gold project 

would border Perpetua 
mine

BY DREW DODSON
The Star-News

A Canadian mining company 
has begun exploring for gold 
and antimony on 5,600 acres 
of land bordering Perpetua 
Resources’ proposed Stibnite 
Gold Mine near Yellow Pine. 

Crews from Stallion Gold 
Corp of Vancouver, British 

Columbia, began collecting 
soil and rock samples from 
the largely under-explored 
Horse Heaven Project this past 
summer, Stallion Gold CEO 
Drew Zimmerman said. 

A Stallion Gold investor 
presentation said that deposits 
at Horse Heaven “share 
similarities” to Perpetua’s 
Stibnite project, which is 
predicted to produce 6 million 
ounces of gold.

Spokespeople for both 
Stallion Gold and Perpetua said 
the two projects are unrelated 
and that neither company has 

a business relationship with 
the other. 

The Horse Heaven project is 
located on the Boise National 
Forest, which 
would be in 
c h a r g e  o f 
issuing permits 
for exploratory 
d r i l l i n g  a n d 
other approvals for the proposed 
mine. 

Zimmerman had no estimate 
on when the company could 
begin mining. 

Perpetua Resources began 
exploratory work on its Stibnite 

Gold Project in 2009. An 
extensive review of the project 
led by the Payette National 
Forest has been underway 
since 2016. 

A decision on the Stibnite 
Gold Project is not expected 
until 2023, or 14 years after the 
start of the project. 

The Horse Heaven project 
area takes in 8.8 square miles 
of land near the confluence of 
Johnson Creek and the East 
Fork South Fork Salmon River. 
Parts of the project zone are 
within one mile of Yellow Pine.

See STALLION Page 2 

Peyton Lathrop, left, of the McCall-Donnelly High School girls soccer team, embraces temmate Sydney Weber after Lathrop 
scored a goal against Weiser during last Thursday’s match played at Richard Sabala Athletic Complex in McCall. The 
Vandals shut out the Wolverines, 6-0. For details, see Sports on Page 7. 

TAILS, WE WIN
Photo by Chelsea tuttle / For The Star-News

Retriever dog tests 
are ‘a team sport’

Handlers, dogs work in concert 
to earn coveted certification

BY MAX SILVERSON
The Star-News 

Kailyn McKeithan and her “small but very mighty” 
black lab Bonnie are both participating in their first 
ever Master National competition this week. 

McKeithan, 17, of Wilmington, North Carolina, is the 
only junior handler at the event, which will see over 1,000 
dogs and about 300 handlers attempt to pass a series of 
tests to verify their hunting skills.  

The Master 
National is the 
nation’s largest 
hunting retriever 
American Kennel 
Club event and 
it is being hosted 
in Valley County. 
The event began 
last Saturday and 
concludes this 
weekend.

“I do think it’s a 
team sport,” McK-
eithan said. “When 
you and your dog 
are up at the line 
running the tests, 
the dog has to do its 
part but that dog 
has to have trust 
in you as well and 
you have to do your 
part as the han-
dler.”

Some profes-
sional handlers will 
run up to a dozen 
dogs or more in the 
event, but McKei-
than has focused 
on Bonnie’s first 
visit to the Master 
National. 

“I have always 
loved the out-
doors and going 
hunting,” said 
McKeithan.

McKeithan has 
taken Bonnie out hunting and in local competitions, 
but she said the experience is not quite the same as 
staged events.

See RETRIEVERS Page 3

Photo by Chelsea Tuttle/For The Star-News

Bob Neipert, 73, of Lexington, 
Texas, and his dog, Mary, train for 
the Master National retriever event 
held this week in Valley County. 

Photo by Chelsea Tuttle/For The Star-News

Brian Benton drives his school bus in a parade from the Harlow’s School Bus Service garage 
south of McCall on the way to pick up students for the ride home. Benton wears a face mask when 
students are on the bus. 

‘A feeling I cannot put into words’‘A feeling I cannot put into words’‘A feeling I cannot put into words’
School bus drivers take 
student safety seriously  

BY MAX SILVERSON
The Star-News 

Brian Benton had planned to visit Yel-
lowstone National Park this fall and enjoy 
his retirement, but instead he wakes up at 
5 a.m. each weekday to start his route as a 
school bus driver.  

Benton, 70, signed on to help the Har-
low’s  
School Bus Service early on in the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, but a staffing shortage 
that inspired him to sign on has only 
worsened. 

He now drives the “Snoopy route,” 
one of 12 creatively named Harlow’s bus 
routes serving students in the McCall-
Donnelly School District. 

“The rewards are really great, get-
ting the satisfaction of knowing you are 
getting these children to and from school 
safely,” Benton said. 

“Watching these kids get off your bus 

and run into their parent’s arms is really 
a feeling I cannot put into words,” he said. 

Jill Marolf of McCall has been work-
ing as a bus driver for about 11 years. 

Marolf, 53, drives the “Pocahontas” 

route and knows the name of every stu-
dent on her route. She has driven many 
of them to school since they first started 
preschool.  

See DRIVERS Page 2

McCALL LIBRARY 
ENDS FINES FOR 
OVERDUE BOOKS

No fines part of a growing 
national trend

BY TOM GROTE
The Star-News

The McCall Public Library will no 
longer charge late fines from library 
patrons on overdue books and other 
materials.

The library stopped charging fines 
in March 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and decided to make the 
change permanent, library board Chair 
Jacki Rubin said. 

“Our library has seen no negative 
repercussions,” Rubin said.

Historically, library late fines 
started under the assumption that fines 
are an incentive for people to return 
library materials within the check-out 
period, Director Meg Lojek said. But 
an increasing body of research shows 
that assumption is not true, Lojek said. 

See FINES Page 2

Graphic courtesy Stallion Gold

Graphic shows location of the proposed 
Stallion Gold mine near Yellow Pine.

uOfficers of 
Stallion Gold 
Listed/P2

   Thursday         Friday         Saturday Sunday Monday

              Chance Rain           Stormy                 Sunny     Rain  Snow Poss. 
                          55/37             55/31               53/29   53/25  42/22

Wednesday, September 29, 2021 through Tuesday, Oct. 5, 2021:
Date  ‘21 HIGH LOW NORMAL PREC. ’20 HIGH LOW PREC. 10/2 67 30 60/26 .00 76 38 .00
9/29 51 28  61/35  .06   71  31 .00 10/3 69 31 59/26 .00 77 31 .00
9/30 60 27  60/27  .00   76  36 .00 10/4 71 34 59/26 .00 76 33 .00
10/1 64 31     60/27     .00         78      31 .00 10/5 77 31 59/26 .00 74 31   .00

FIVE
DAY 
LOOK
AHEAD

Date  ‘21 HIGH LOW NORMAL PREC. ’20 HIGH LOW PREC. 

Sept. 2021 precipitation in McCall: 1.09 in. • YTD McCall precip as of October 5, 2021: 13.87 inches • Sept. 2020 precip in McCall: .92 in. • YTD McCall precip as of Oct. 5, 2020: 18.71 inches
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Learn more about public transportation resources
available in your area at itd.idaho.gov/pt

Kailyn McKeithan of Wilmington, North Carolina, and her 
dog Bonnie use decoys to train for their upcoming test in a 
meadow in Donnelly on Friday. 

Phots by Chelsea Tuttle/For The Star-News
Photo by Chelsea Tuttle/For The Star-News

Joe Perron of Pineville, Louisiana, signals for his dog Drake to ‘heel up’ to return one of the 
retrieved ducks during his test on Sunday in Cascade.

Retrievers
(Continued from Page 1)

“I think running in a hunt 
test is a lot more complicated 
(than hunting),” she said. 

McKeithan’s family owns 
and trains seven Labrador 
retrievers.  Her sister, 
Haleigh, is also participating 
in the Master National 
with their dogs Slam and 
Michonne. 

In some of the event’s 
tests, the dog is allowed 
to see where a dead bird 
lands, while in others only 
the handler can see where 
it lands and must direct the 
dog with hand signals and 
whistles. 

The Master National is 
not a competition between 
dog handlers to see which 
is better. Instead, dogs 
participate in the event to 
earn a certification that 
shows they performed at a 
certain skill level. 

Passing the test earns 
a successful dog a coveted 
pewter plate to mark the 
achievement. 

Some of the best and most 
decorated hunting retrievers 
in the country came to Valley 
County this week. 

Bob Neipert, 73, from 
Lexington, Texas is seeking 
to tie the Master National 

record of nine plates with 
his 11-year-old retriever 
Mary.  

Neipert also entered his 
dogs, Pete and Johnny, in 
the event. Both are working 
towards their first Master 
National plate. 

Neipert got hooked on 
training hunting retriever 
dogs after joining his local 
retriever club and retired to 

focus on it full time. 
“I try not to keep track 

of the money; it would ruin 
my hobby,” he said. “We do 
spend a lot of time training 
and traveling across the 
nation.”

Some handlers are 
professional trainers and 
operate kennels. Attending 
the Master National is not 
just a passion but also a way 

to showcase their training 
programs and build their 
business. 

“We try to make money, 
but if you figure out what 
we make per hour it’s 
probably $1 .50 ,”  said 
Joe Perron, who runs 
Champion Retrievers in 
Pineville, Louisiana. 

P e r r o n ’ s  b u s i n e s s 
trains and breeds hunting 

retrievers. He entered 13 
dogs in the Master National 
this week and owns a total 
of 36 dogs.

Perron dedicates a lot 
of time to traveling across 
the country to enter similar 
events, putting about 11,000 
miles on his truck since 
June. 

“You gotta love the dogs 
to be in this sport,” he said. 

“You’re with them 24/7, 
even at home.” 

Gump, a 12-year-old 
retriever, has been Perron’s 
most successful dog. Gump 
is also seeking a record 
ninth plate at this year’s 
Master National. 

Overall, he said he 
expected less than half of 
his dogs to pass the event’s 
tests.   

Valley County 
hospitals report fewer 
new COVID-19 cases
BY TOM GROTE
The Star-News

The number of new 
COVID-19 cases reported 
by Valley County’s two 
hospitals slowed last week, 
with 63 new cases reported.

That compares to 90 new 
cases reported the previous 
week, 92 new cases reported 
three weeks ago and 119 new 
cases reported a month ago. 

St. Luke’s McCall re-
ported 55 new cases in the 
last week, while Cascade 
Medical Center reported 
eight new cases. 

Two new deaths in Valley 
County due to COVID-19 
were reported this week by 
Central District Health. 

Both deaths were men 
over age 70, the health de-
partment reported. No other 
details were released.

A total of six confirmed 
deaths and two suspected 
deaths related to COVID-19 
among Valley County 
residents have now been 

reported by Central District 
Health.

Youths age 17 and 
younger made up the 
greatest number of McCall 
residents to test positive 
at all St. Luke’s Health 
System testing locations in 
the past month, the hospital 
reported.

That group accounted 
for 28% of new cases among 
McCall residents, followed 
by ages 30 to 39 and ages 50 
to 69 with 18% each.

A total of 91% of people 
hospitalized for COVID-19 at 
all St. Luke’s Health System 
hospitals are unvaccinated, 
the hospital said.

The two hospitals have 
reported a total of 1,419 
cases of COVID-19 since the 
pandemic arrived in Valley 
County in March 2020.

Adams County has 
reported 369 total cases 
since the pandemic started, 
which is up 12 from the 357 
cases reported last week, 
Southwest District Health 
reported. Eight deaths in 
Adams County have been 
attributed to COVID-19.

St. Luke’s McCall offers 

walk-in COVID-19 vaccines 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at St. Luke’s 
Clinics - Payette Lakes 
Family Medicine, 211 Forest 
Street, McCall.

Appointments  a lso 
can be scheduled online 
through St. Luke’s myChart 
or calling 208-381-9500 or by 
calling 208-634-2225.

B o o s t e r  s h o t s  a r e 
available by appointment 
through Payette Lakes 
Clinic to those who have 
a compromised immune 
system. Patients should 
schedule the booster shots 
through MyChart.

Cascade Medical Center 
offers a walk-in vaccination 
clinic from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays.

The Moderna vaccine, 
approved for age 18 and older, 
is available on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. The Pfizer 
vaccine, approved for age 
12 and older, is available on 
Wednesdays.

Boosters for the Pfizer 
vaccine are available for 
anyone age 65 or older, for 
those who work in high-risk 

occupations or those with 
medical conditions that 
make them vulnerable.

Boosters for the Moderna 
vaccine were not available 
in Cascade as of this week.

State, feds probe 
logging accident  
near New Meadows
BY DREW DODSON
The Star-News

A fatal logging accident 
n e a r  N e w  M e a d o w s 
last  month is  under 
investigation by the federal 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration. 

The Sept. 10 accident 
killed Luis Garcia, 50, 
of Mexico and critically 
injured Christian Vargas, 
20, also of Mexico, according 
to a news release from the 
Adams County Sheriff’s 
Office. 

Vargas was transported 
by air ambulance to St. 
A l p h o n s u s  R e g i o n a l 
Medical Center in Boise, 
where he was listed as 
being in “good condition” 
as of Tuesday, a hospital 

spokesperson said. 
Garcia died before first 

responders arrived shortly 
after 11 a.m. on Sept. 10, the 
sheriff’s office said. 

“It is very sad to lose the 
life of another worker in 
Idaho,” said Dave Kearns, 
the Boise area director for 
OSHA. 

No further details on the 
accident will be released 
by OSHA until a full report 
is released, said Michael 
Petersen, a San Francisco-
based spokesperson for the 
federal agency. 

The accident happened 
on land administered 
by the Bureau of Land 
Management near Smokey 
Boulder Road, which is 
about 11 miles north of New 
Meadows.  

Garcia and Vargas were 
part of a three-person crew 
working on a cable yarding 
logging operation, said 
Larry Jeffres, Region 1 
manager for the Idaho 
Division of Building Safety. 

Cable yarding involves 
using an anchored cable 
system to pull logs up 
or down steep hillsides 

without building roads or 
reaching them with heavy 
machinery. 

Garcia and Vargas were 
hooking a log to the cable 
system when a 33-foot log 
attached to the cable system 
slipped out, Jeffres said. 

The log struck and killed 
Garcia before rolling further 
downhill and striking 
Vargas. The workers were 
about 600 feet below the top 
of the cable yarding line, 
he said. 

Logging is the most 
dangerous occupation in 
the state, according to the 
Division of Building Safety, 
which houses the Idaho 
Logging Safety Program.

The program helps 
educate logging contractors 
and provides safety training 
sessions to reduce the 
number of logging accidents 
in the state.

From 2006 to 2015, 15 
workers died in logging 
a c c i d e n t s  i n  I d a h o , 
according to data collected 
by OSHA. 

That is about 2.3% of 
the 655 nationwide logging 
deaths during that time. 
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M-D SOCCER TEAMS 
ADVANCE

Boys, girls teams to play today for 
district titles —Page 6—
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McCall-Donnelly High School student Sydney Arrasmith reacts to being knocked over last week during a session of knockerball held at 
Rich Sabala Athletic Complex as part of Homecoming Week. The week also featured various dress-up theme days for students and staff 
among other traditional Homecoming activities, including a parade through downtown McCall last Friday. 

SCHOOL OF HARD KNOCKS
Photo for the Star-NewS / by Chelsea Tuttle

DEQ lifts 
Lake Cascade 
algae advisory
Toxic blooms have covered 
reservoir for the last 4 years
BY MAX SILVERSON
The Star-News 

A health advisory for toxin produc-
ing cyanobacteria on Lake Cascade was 
lifted last Friday but Central District 
Health warned people to stay away 
from isolated areas where the bloom 
may still be visible. 

The advisory was lifted after Idaho 
Department of Environmental Qual-
ity monitoring found that toxins had 
returned to normal and safe levels. It 
had been in effect since Aug. 13. 

It was the fourth harmful algal 
bloom on Lake Cascade in as many 
years. The 2020 and 2019 advisories also 
lasted about eight weeks while the 2018 
advisory lasted only six weeks. 

‘Losing Ground’
“We appear to be losing ground on 

our scenic and recreational-rich Lake 
Cascade due to reoccurring toxic algal 
blooms,” said Lenard Long of the group 
Friends of Lake Cascade.

“This year’s early bloom hurt lo-
cal businesses and the recreational 
industry hard,” Long said. 

The main driver of cyanobacteria 
blooms was phosphorous pollution 
from multiple sources he said.

“We in Valley County have not met 
the reduction goals proposed by (the 
DEQ) two decades ago,” Long said.

“We still have runoff, wastewater, 
grazing, bank erosion, water tempera-
ture, fertilizer, and legacy sediment 
problems to solve (just to name a few),” 
he said.

No specific location was given 
for where concentrations of cyano-
bacteria could still exist, but the 
health district warned people to stay 
away from water with visible slime, 
surface scum or foul odor. 

Maverik returns with new plan for McCall
‘Restart’ features revised 
layout, building design

BY DREW DODSON
The Star-News

New plans for a Maverik gas station and 
convenience store in downtown McCall 
were aired last week to the McCall Area 
Planning and Zoning Commission. 

Preliminary plans for a new Maverik 
store at 400 N. Third St. (Idaho 55) address 
problems raised by the P&Z in a review of 
plans the company submitted last year, 

said Rich Piggott, Senior Entitlement Man-
ager who represented Maverik during last 
week’s meeting. 

“This is kind of a restart,” Piggott told 
commissioners. “We’d previously come in 
before with a different orientation for our 
building and fuel centers.” 

Once Maverik submits a formal ap-
plication for its updated plan, it will be 
considered by the P&Z after a public hear-
ing. Maverik also must hold a meeting of 
neighboring property owners and residents 
before its application can advance.  

The new plans flip the layout of the 1.5-
acre parcel by moving the 4,880 square foot 

convenience store north and six fueling 
stations containing 12 gas pumps south.
The new store would be located at the corner 
of Colorado Street and Third Street, with 
the rear facing Colorado 
See MAVERIK, 
Page 2

Graphic shows the latest design proposed 
for a new Maverik store in McCall. The new 
design features a different paneling color, 
windows to break up blank facades and a 

shorter sign above the 
entrance.

Graphic courtesy City of McCall

Best in the Business
Two new local 
deaths from  
virus reported

Hospitals say number 
of new cases decline 

BY TOM GROTE
The Star-News

Two new deaths of local residents 
due to complications from COVID-19 
were reported this week. 

Barbara Norton, 74, of Donnelly, 
died Sept.  28, according to obituary in-
formation received by The Star-News. 

Kathy Ann Gilmore, 63, of New 
Meadows, died last Friday in St. 
Luke’s Boise Regional Medical Center, 
according an obituary submitted to 
The Star-News.

Norton’s death is the seventh 
confirmed death from COVID-19 in 
Valley County since the beginning 
of the pandemic 18 months ago. Two 
other suspected deaths from the virus 
among Valley County residents have 
been reported by Central District 
Health.

Gilmore’s death is the ninth con-
firmed COVID-19 death in Adams 
County.   

Valley County’s two hospitals last 
week continued to report a decline in 
new COVID-19 cases.

See COVID-19, Page 2

PROSECUTOR: 
M-D TRUSTEES 

VIOLATED OPEN 
MEETING LAW

Naugle cites two 
meetings, urges training 

session 
BY MAX SILVERSON
The Star-News 

The McCall-Donnelly School 
Board violated the state’s open 
meetings law at two meetings 
by conducting business without 
a properly noticed agenda or 
minutes of the meeting, Valley 
County Prosecuting Attorney 
Brian Naugle said.

Because of the violations, 
Naugle recommended that M-D 
trustees should schedule a train-
ing session on the specifics of the 
Idaho Open Meeting Law. 

The meetings where the viola-
tions occurred included a board 
retreat on Aug. 17 and a work 
session on Aug. 26.  

“While the evidence is not 
clear that these violations were 
deliberate, they nevertheless 
erode public confidence because 

See M-D, Page 2

Photo for The Star-News by Chelsea Tuttle

Joe Perron of Pineville, Louisiana, and his 12-year-
old retriever Gump received a record tying ninth 
pewter plate during last weekend’s award ceremonies 
for the 2021 Master National.

Retrievers, handlers awarded 
coveted pewter plates at 2021 
Master National hunting test

BY MAX SILVERSON
The Star-News 

A total of 658 of the 1,035 dogs that 
started the 2021 Master National hunting 
retriever test in Valley County qualified 
for a coveted pewter plate to memorial-
ize their achievement as the best hunting 
dogs in the business. 

The Master National Retriever Club 
wrapped up its weeklong test of hunting 
dogs from across the country on Sunday. 

In the event, dogs were required to 
retrieve dead or downed ducks to prove 
their hunting ability as judged against a 
set standard of performance. 

Master National President Keith 
Winch said that being able to showcase 
the dogs after canceling the 2020 event due 
to COVID-19 was a success. 

This year’s social events were canceled 
due to COVID-19 worries. 

“It was a disappointment to most, but 
understood due to keeping our con-
stituents safe,” said Winch, of Paonia, 
Colorado. 

See RETRIEVERS, Page 2

Tamarack to Reopen 
Golf Course

Owners acquire land, set opening for ‘23   — Page 12  —

   Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday

              Partly Cloudy   Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy     Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy
  41/25             50/28 56/31 56/26  51/25

FIVE
DAY 
LOOK
AHEAD

Date  ‘21 HIGH LOW NORMAL PREC. ’20 HIGH LOW PREC. 

Oct. 2021 precipitation in McCall: 2 in. • YTD McCall precip as of October 12, 2021: 14.52 inches • Oct. 2020 precip in McCall: 1.06 in. • YTD McCall precip as of Oct. 12, 2020: 19.77 inches

Wednesday, October 6, 2021 through Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021:
Date  ‘21 HIGH LOW NORMAL PREC. ’20 HIGH LOW PREC. 10/9 51 35 58/27 .17 70 33 .00
10/6 76 31  58/27  .00   75  35 .00 10/10 53 31 58/27 .00 57 32 .00
10/7 60 39  58/27  .T   74  34 .00 10/11 54 33 58/27 .00 44 34 .00
10/8 54 39     58/27     .45         70      33 .00 10/12 41 30 58/27 .00 56 37   .00
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FREE
DELIVERY

AVA I L A B L E
Depending on location

NOW 
OPEN 
SATURDAYS 
9 A.M. TO
2 P.M.

Premium 
Purcell 
Wood 

Pellets

Just off Idaho 55 Next to Harpo’s • Cascade

24/7 
fuel 
pumps 
behind 
our 
building

For your convenience

Michael R. Gurney Agency
1607 Davis Ave. Unit 158 • McCall • (208) 634-7154
877-531-0912 toll free • MGurney@FarmersAgent.com

Bear go after your 
necessities?

Does your insurance have 
you protected from wildlife 
breakins? FARMERS DOES!  

A comparative quote costs you nothing 
and could pay off big time. Call us today.

1. Affordable housing
2. Managing population growth
3. Youth education and services
4. Strengthening our culture of caring
5. Community health
6. Environmental impacts of continued growth

Lyle Nelson

POSITIVE  |  CARING  |  LEADERSHIP

A sensible vote for  
McCall City Council

Visit www.lylenelson4mccall for my thoughts on priority issues.

Malarkey Premium 
Contractor

We donate profits from every roof to Operation Pop Smoke. 
They help veterans with PTSD and suicide.
Why not make a difference and serve your roofing needs too?

“A Great High Quality Job As Promised”

• Roof Inspections 
• Tear Off And Repairs 
• Proper Ventilation 

IDAHO
ROOFING

LLC RCE-38809

Call Jason 208-941-4881

Veteran Owned & Operated

All our roofs come with the best warranties in the business.

Full Service Residential And Commercial Roofing Contractor 
• Architectural and Designer Shingles
• Metal Roofs
• Ice Dam And Snow Removal

Great Financing Available

jason@idahoroofingsolutions.com  • www.idahoroofingsolutions.com   
www.malarkeyroofing.com

Maverik
(Continued from Page 1)

Meanwhile,  the gas 
pumps would be located 
on the southern end of the 
property near Stibnite Street 
instead of at the northern end 
near Colorado Street. 

The design of the Maverik 
store is similar to the previ-
ous proposal, but a raised 
tower sign on the building 
has been lowered by seven 
feet. 

The new design also 
changes the color of exterior 
paneling from a gray color to 
a tan color and adds windows 
to side and rear walls of the 
building. 

No Logs, Wood Tones 
Commissioner Robert 

Lyons questioned why the 
new proposal does not incor-
porate logs or wood tones to 
better match the character 
of McCall. 

Piggott told Lyons that 
Maverik is “very hesitant” 
to build more stores with 
log architecture due to 
maintenance and durabil-
ity problems. 

Earlier this year, com-
missioners urged Maverik to 
design its new McCall loca-
tion similarly to a Maverik 
in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
that resembles a log cabin. 

The new Maverik would 
be located on Third Street, 
which is one of several scenic 
routes designated by the city.  

All development propos-
als on scenic routes are 
subject to a city design 
review and stricter design 
standards to preserve natu-
ral aesthetics. 

The updated plans in-
clude extending curb, gutter 
and sidewalks on Third 
Street south to Maverik’s 
property line, which is just 
north of Stibnite Street. 

The sidewalks would 
include tree grates, trees 
and streetlights to match 
those currently lining Third 
Street up to Colorado Street, 
Piggott said. 

Same Pumps
Maverik’s updated pro-

posal did not change the 
number of gas pumps pro-
posed. Plans call for the 
same number of pumps 
as Maverik’s existing gas 
station in McCall at 622 N. 
Third St.  

The 4,880 square foot 
convenience store would be 
nearly twice the size of the 
existing Maverik store. 

All lighting associated 
with the gas station, which 
would operate 24 hours per 
day, would be required to 
limit light pollution by com-

plying with the city’s “dark 
sky” ordinance.

Four existing buildings 
would need to be demol-
ished to make room for the 
Maverik, including a build-
ing currently used as motel 
rooms and an office for the 
Rustic Inn. 

The other three buildings 
are an old restaurant former-
ly known as The Woodsman 
Café, motel rooms and apart-
ments, all of which are 
currently vacant.

Maverik’s first proposal 
for the new gas station was 
submitted to the city in May 
2020. It originally featured 
14 fueling stations totaling 
28 gas pumps. 

The proposal was scaled 
back to its current size in a 
refined proposal submitted 
last December by the Salt 
Lake City company. 

That version of the pro-
posal stalled last spring after 
commissioners labeled it 
a “cookie cutter” Maverik 
similar to the company’s 
other stores. 

The existing Maverik 
in McCall was opened in 
December 1997. 

COVID-19
(Continued from Page 1) 
A total of 41 new cases 

were reported in the last 
week by St. Luke’s McCall 
and Cascade Medical Cen-
ter. That compares to 63 new 
cases reported the previous 
week, 90 new cases reported 
three weeks ago and 92 new 
cases reported a month ago.

“We are definitely hap-
py to see the case trend 
down,” Cascade CEO Tom 
Reinhardt said. “But we are 
heading into winter, which 
means people are heading 
indoors.”

“We have already seen 
this pandemic ebb and flow, 
and I would not be surprised 
if we have another surge this 
winter,” Reinhardt said. 

It is too soon to tell if 
the downward trend will 
continue, St. Luke’s Chief 
Operating Officer/Chief 
Nursing Officer Amber 
Green said. 

“Now is not the time to 
let our guard down,” Green 
said. “We need everyone 
to continue to take neces-
sary precautions to protect 
themselves and we urge 
people who have not yet been 
vaccinated for COVID-19 to 
choose to get vaccinated.”

The two hospitals have 

reported 1,524 cases of cases 
of COVID-19 since the pan-
demic started in March 2020. 

St. Luke’s McCall offers 
walk-in COVID-19 vaccines 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at St. Luke’s 
Clinics - Payette Lakes Fam-
ily Medicine, 211 Forest 
Street, McCall.

Appointments also can be 
scheduled online through St. 
Luke’s myChart or calling 
208-381-9500 or by calling 
208-634-2225.

Booster shots are avail-
able by appointment through 
Payette Lakes Clinic to those 
who have a compromised 
immune system. Patients 
should schedule the booster 
shots through MyChart.

Cascade Medical Center 
offers a walk-in vaccination 
clinic from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays.

The Moderna vaccine, ap-
proved for age 18 and older, 
is available on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. The Pfizer 
vaccine, approved for age 
12 and older, is available on 
Wednesdays.

Boosters for the Pfizer 
vaccine are available for 
anyone age 65 or older, for 
those who work in high-risk 
occupations or those with 
medical conditions that 
make them vulnerable.

Retrievers
(Continued from Page 1) 
This year’s event, which 

was hosted at sites across 
Valley County, set several 
records including the most 
dogs to enter at 1,115, most 
to start and most to qualify. 
About 300 handlers partici-
pated in the event. 

Two dogs tied the all-
time record of nine plates. 
They were Bob Neipert of 
Lexington,

Texas, and his dog Mary, 
and Joe Perron of Pinev-
ille, Louisiana and his dog 
Gump. 

Only five dogs have now 
accomplished this feat, 
including Mary and Gump, 
event secretary Frank Bar-
ton said. 

Junior handler Kailyn 
McKeithan and her dog 
Bonnie also earned their 
first plate. 

“The scenic backdrop 
of Valley County, Idaho 
was just breathtaking all 
week,” Barton said. “It was 
a common comment I heard 
multiple times.”

“The conditions were 
extremely challenging es-
pecially for a large number 
of dogs that have never seen 
this type of terrain,” he said. 
“Most of us run on ground 
that is very flat.”

The weather was mostly 
sunny during the event but 

a brief snowstorm made the 
event difficult for some. 

“The day it snowed was 
a bit of a shock to the folks 
from the South,” Winch said.

Most dogs in the contest 
were Labradors or retriev-
ers, but the competition 
also included poodles and 
spaniels. The oldest dogs 
were 12 years old and the 
youngest less than two. 

Organizers said they 
were grateful for the hospi-
tality of landowners, local 
businesses and people they 
met along the way. 

Entrants came from 
across the country, travel-
ing from 38 states from 
Alaska to Florida as well 
as some participants from 
Canada. 

To qualify for the Master 
National competition, dogs 
were required to complete 
six similar tests from one of 
the roughly 170 of member 
clubs across the country. 

The 2021 Master National 
was hosted by the Treasure 
Valley Hunting Retriever 
Club. 

The Master National was 
founded in 1991 in Delaware 
with less than 100 dogs at the 
inaugural event. Each year 
the competition is held at a 
different location across the 
country.

Next year the Master 
National will be held in Tri-
Cities, Washington. 

M-D
(Continued from Page 1) 
the decision-making pro-

cess discouraged public 
input and did not provide 
a documentation process 
that would allow the public 
to review and scrutinize the 
board’s decision,” Naugle 
said in a letter to the dis-
trict’s attorneys. 

Naugle rebuked the 
board for its lack of trans-
parency in policymaking 
and for the public repeatedly 
only being allowed to submit 
written comments.

M-D Superintendent Eric 
Pingrey said the trust-
ees had not committed a 
violation despite Naugle’s 
opinion. 

“While we may person-
ally disagree with some of 
the opinion of the county 
prosecutor’s office, we be-
lieve that all public servants 
can work to be more trans-
parent and more detailed in 
their duties as they serve the 
community,” Pingrey said.

None of the five trustees 
responded to a request for 
comment from The Star-
News. 

As county prosecutor, 
Naugle is designated in the 
open meeting law as the 
official responsible for en-
forcing its provisions. 

On Aug. 17, M-D trust-
ees held an annual “board 
retreat.” Trustees then 

considered a mask man-
date at a meeting on Aug. 
24, which failed to pass.  
A work session was held 
Aug. 26 and another meeting 
was held Aug. 27, at which 
rules were adopted to re-
quire masks for all students 
and staff in M-D schools to 
prevent the spread of CO-
VID-19. 

Three citizen complaints 
were filed on Aug. 30 claim-
ing several violations by 
trustees. The board voted 
on Sept. 13 to say that no 
violations had taken place.  

Naugle’s chief criticisms 
of the board’s actions was 
that deliberations were 
conducted at the Aug. 17 
meeting when no specific 
topics were listed on the 
agenda and no detailed 
minutes were taken.  

He also found that the 
minutes for the Aug. 26 
work session did not include 
enough detail to meet the 
requirements of the law. 

He found that those ac-
tions violated Idaho law 
because the meetings were 
not conducted “in a manner 
that was open to the public in 
any meaningful way.”  

Board meetings must be 
noticed with an agenda and 
calling them a “retreat,” 
“workshop,” or any other 
term does not negate this 
requirement, Naugle said. 

“The agenda must accu-
rately reflect the business 

to be considered at the 
meeting,” he said. “Trustees 
must avoid deliberating on 
pending matters not on the 
agenda.” 

The agenda for the Aug. 
17 meeting, which was held 
at a restaurant in McCall, 
stated that “no business will 
be conducted,” but Naugle 
said deliberations on a mask 
mandate or any other school 
policy is district business 
and was required to be no-
ticed on an agenda prior to 
the meeting.  

Even if the board did not 
originally intend to deliber-
ate toward a decision about 
mask policy, there is ample 
evidence to indicate that it 
did, Naugle said. 

The M-D board has con-
ducted an annual retreat 
hosted at a local restaurant 
for the past several years. 

Every agenda and meeting 
minutes for the retreat on 
the M-D website since 2018 
includes a similar agenda 
and reporting of the min-
utes. 

Despite imperfections 
in the process, Naugle con-
cluded that the passing of the 
district’s COVID-19 mitiga-
tion policy on Aug. 27 met 
the minimum requirements 
of the law. 

“If not for the fact that 
the board of trustees appears 
to have met the minimum 
required steps to conduct 
the Aug. 27, 2021, special 
meeting where the . . . miti-
gation policy was voted on 
and passed by a majority 
vote, I would be forced to 
file a complaint seeking to 
nullify the board of trustees 
decision,” Naugle said in 
the letter. 

McCall gives final    
OK to 30 Colorado 
Street townhomes 
BY DREW DODSON
The Star-News

Plans for 30 townhomes 
on Colorado Street behind 
the Third Street Inn were 
given final approval last 
week by the McCall City 

Council. 
The Colorado Ridge 

Townhomes will feature 30 
two-story townhomes with 
about 1,400 square feet, three 
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms 
and a mix of one-car and 
two-car garages. 

Half of the 30 townhomes 
will be reserved for peo-
ple who live and work in 
McCall under the city’s local 
housing program, Project 

Manager Todd Stratton said. 
Current city zoning al-

lows only 15 townhomes 
on the 3.9-acre parcel, but 
the housing program offers 
developers an extra unit for 
each one reserved for local 
housing. 

The council voted 4-1 in 
favor of approving the Colo-
rado Ridge Townhomes, 
with McCall Mayor Bob 
Giles and council mem-
bers Cami Callan, Mike 
Maciaszek and Lyle Nelson 
in favor. 

Council member Colby 
Nielsen voted against ap-
proval amid worries that 
the 15 units not reserved for 
local housing could become 
short-term rentals in the 
future. 

“As decision makers for 
the city, we have to think 
about the long-term implica-
tions of developments in our 
home,” Nielsen said. 

Stratton told council 
members that he plans to 
rent all the townhomes as 
long-term rental
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